Among Dreams Questionnaire

Dear Participants:

Thank you for joining the archive, your story has great potential to impact the way others perceive and understand LGBT and LGBT in the military. Thank you for your service and for contributing to this record. 

I encourage you to write deeply into questions that you are moved to think about and ignore those questions that seem dull or do not apply. Please write as freely as possible and go in any direction that makes most sense to you and allows you to be most candid- the questions aren’t meant to restrict or complicate your thought process, rather to guide and enrich your reflections. Have your way with this assignment- let these questions be a simple guide to telling your story- it needn’t be treated as a firm directive. There are no wrong answers. Please be a colorful as possible in your descriptions. 

Images and artifacts: I would like to include images and artifacts in the archive. If you have any photos of yourself from your military days or with your partner, or as a child or now, or of any images described in your stories or dreams- please send them in. Please include a date, location and brief description with any and all photos (if possible.) 

Artifacts may include scanned copies of love notes, photos or scanned images of any military letters or keepsakes, correspondence between yourself and a loved one, etc. Please describe all artifacts and images upon submission. 

Please email images and images of artifacts as attachments along with this questionnaire to amongdreamsproject@gmail.com 

General 
* Please answer all questions in this section

1. Name 

3. Where are you from?

4. Where do you live now?

5.When were you born?

6. How do you identify? Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, other…?

7. Would you be interested in having your portrait taken for this project, to be included in the exhibition and book portion of the work?

8. What is the most reliable email address to reach you?

9. What is/ was your rank and unit?

10. What is your title?

11. Where did you serve? Were/ are you deployed? Where? Describe this place, the smell, the colors, the feeling. Have you dreamt about this place? 

12. What years did you serve/ are you still?

Time in Service 

13. Why did you join the military? 

14. Were you/ are you ‘out’ during your service? 

0. How would you describe your time in service? 

1. Who do/ did you long for in service? Who occupied your thoughts while you were/ are away?

2. Do you have any love letters? Photos of yourself, of your sweetheart or child or parents that you held onto while deployed or in training? Please send them in as attachments.

3. What is/ was the climate for gays amongst your peers and ranking officers during your time in the service? Please describe any specific instances that would illuminate this for civilians.   

4. Have you served in silence? What was/ is that like? Again, tell a specific, detailed story. 

5. Have you/ are you serving “out”? What is that like?

6. Do you have stories of comradery? 

7. Have you experienced/ witnessed any discrimination, assault, or different treatment due to your gender/ sexuality?

Love and Sexuality
8. Who was the first person you came out to?  When did you first know you were LGBT? Was there a moment? Describe it, the feelings, the thoughts. Or did you always know?

9. Who was the first person you kissed?

10. Who was your first love? 

11. Have you had “closeted” relationships? Why?

12. Have you ever dated anyone also in the military? What was that like? 

13. Have you ever felt in danger for being out/ publically having a relationship? How did/ do you cope? What is it like? 

14. Have you fallen in love? What was/ is it like? Share your love story: how and where you met, how you knew it was love, how long you were/ have been together. 

Background/ Present
15. Who is your family? Do you have a ‘chosen’ family? 

16. Do you have children? Did you have them the old fashioned way or otherwise? Do you not have 

children but always wanted them? What is the relationship there? Tell us that story.

17. What is notable about your biological family or upbringing? How did your childhood imprint you?

18. When have you embodied your most authentic self?

19. What was coming out like? If you haven’t come out yet, what are the difficulties/ inhibitors?

20. What is the most interesting work you have done? 

21. What makes your eyes light up? What moves you?

22. How so you spend your time?

23. What in your life are you most excited about? 

24. Did you know any LGBT folks or have any role models growing up?

25. Do you have any longtime friends from childhood? What is the story between you two?

26. Who or what inspires you most? 



DREAMS

You might be asking- why dreams? The dreams simply offer another point of entry that potentially offers deeper insight into you, your story, life and experiences. 

1. Please log your dreams. These dreams can be old, new, recurring, one-time dreams, nightmares, silly dreams, weird dreams, long dreams, short dreams... Any dreams will work. Please share as many dreams as possible (at least 3 are encouraged,) but if you only have one to share, that’s okay too. If you can't remember any dreams, start logging them. Place a paper and pen by your bed and jot down your dream right when you wake up, before getting out of bed if possible- this will help you to remember the most detail. Also, writing in present tense is said to help you to recall the dream as you write. Please write down at least one, but more are welcome and encouraged (beyond three is great!)

Dream 1)

Title:

Feeling/ emotion:

Dream: 

Can you make any waking-life connection to this dream/ what do you make of this dream? 

Dream 2)

Title:

Feeling/ emotion:

Dream: 

Can you make any waking-life connection to this dream/ what do you make of this dream?

Dream 3)

Title:

Feeling/ emotion:

Dream: 

Can you make any waking-life connection to this dream/ what do you make of this dream? 

 

RELEASE

Please read this release and then write the sentence:

"I [NAME] agree to this release and grant of rights." If the release is not agreed to, or if the wording of the release is altered, we can't use your survey.

RELEASE AND GRANT OF RIGHTS

For valuable consideration, I hereby authorize and grant permission to Chelsea Rae Klein (“AUTHOR”) and The Among Dreams Project (“PUBLISHER”), and their licensees, successors, assigns, heirs and representatives to use my name, information about me, photographs to which I own or control the copyright, interviews of me and comments that I have made, and materials that I have written, in whole or in part (with possible editorial changes), in the publication and exhibition tentatively titled THE AMONG DREAMS PROJECT (the “Archive”) by AUTHORS in all editions, revisions and derivations of the Archive in all media now known or hereafter developed, and in the advertising and promotion thereof, in all languages throughout the world. In connection with any text or photographs, the foregoing permission shall be exclusive for a period of two (2) years from the date of first publication of the Archive.  I waive and release any claims that I may have against AUTHORS or PUBLISHER, and any of their respective licensees, successors, assigns, heirs or representatives based upon or arising from such uses, including without limitation, any moral rights of whatsoever description, any right to inspect the Archive or to approve the references to me therein, any claims for invasion of privacy, violation of the right of publicity, defamation, and copyright infringement or for any fees for such use or for any fees for such use.

